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Sinai Covenant, Golden Calf, and Coexisting

Covenants

1. Review of the Sinai Covenant Ratification

Recap of Exodus chapters 12–24 detailing the ratification process of the Sinai

Covenant.

Emphasis on covenant as a process, not just a one-time event.

Entering a relationship with Yahweh (God) is conditional and is likened to a

marriage covenant.

2. The Sin of the Golden Calf (Exodus 32)

Overview of Israel’s sin in creating and worshiping the golden calf during

Moses' absence.

Clarification: The calf was not a new deity, but a misrepresentation of Yahweh,

violating the commandment against graven images.

Breaking the blood covenant warranted the death penalty, reflecting ancient

covenant practices.

Idolatry is defined as self-exaltation above Yahweh and is termed “the great

sin” of Israel.

3. Atonement, Forgiveness, and the Levitical Priesthood

Moses acts as mediator, seeking atonement for the people's sin.

Explanation of atonement (kafar): purification and purging of sin.

Yahweh can forgive, but the death penalty for breaking the blood covenant

remains—atonement requires more than animal sacrifice.
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Introduction of the Levitical priesthood as mediators until Yeshua (Jesus)

becomes the ultimate intermediary.

Yahweh renews the covenant by giving Moses a second set of tablets,

signifying mercy and the postponement (not removal) of the death penalty.

4. Renewed Covenant & Instructions (Exodus 34)

Yahweh instructs Moses to cut new tablets and presents himself as merciful,

gracious, and forgiving—but still just.

The covenant is renewed; Israel as a nation is preserved, though individuals

remain accountable.

Warning against making covenants with other nations to prevent further

idolatry.

5. The Salt Covenant and Additional Covenants

Explanation of the “Salt Covenant” instituted in Leviticus and Numbers:

symbolizes friendship, perpetuity, and the priestly inheritance.

The Levitical priesthood receives a perpetual covenant of salt; not all Levites

are priests, but all priests are Levites.

Introduction of the eternal priestly covenant with Phinehas, and later, the

Davidic covenant—demonstrating that covenants can coexist.

Reference to Galatians 3: new covenants do not nullify old ones; they are

layered and interconnected.

6. Abrahamic Covenant Integration

Circumcision as a sign of the Abrahamic covenant, which is integrated into the

Sinai and New Covenants.

Gentiles can join the covenant community by faith and grace, not ethnicity or

ritual conversion.

Salvation is always by faith and grace, both before and after Yeshua.

7. Clarification of First-Century Jewish Traditions vs. Torah

Galatians context: Paul refutes the tradition that Gentiles must convert to

Judaism to be fully part of the covenant.



Torah does not teach salvation by ethnicity; Paul corrects this

misunderstanding.

The promise to Abraham is unconditional (the land belongs to Israel), but

remaining on the land is conditionally based on obedience.

8. Prophetic Fulfillment & Future Restoration

Citing Jeremiah 31 and Amos 9:15: Israel’s permanent possession of the land

is prophesied for the Messianic age.

When Yeshua returns, Israel will fully obey covenant obligations and never be

uprooted again.

9. Upcoming Topic

Preview of next session: the “Book of Torah” or “Book of the Law,” its

development after the golden calf incident, and its function as a witness.

Key Questions Discussed

Can Yahweh forgive the golden calf sin? (Yes, but the consequences remain.)

Does a new covenant nullify a previous one? (No, they coexist.)

How do Gentiles enter the covenant? (By faith and grace, not ethnicity or

conversion rituals.)

Decisions/Action Items

None directly, as this is a teaching session, but listeners are encouraged to

study the covenants further and reflect on their layered nature.

Additional Notes

Encouragement to engage with the video series, subscribe, and share for

further learning.


